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In his book on 'The Essential Tao', Thomas Cleary presented a wonderful picture of one of the

dominant strands of Asian wisdom, one that has intrigued and fascinated people in the West in the

past few generations. Cleary is one of the foremost scholars of ancient Chinese and Japanese.

Mostly likely, if you have read a copy of ancient Chinese classic 'The Art of War' (a text widely

popular, from historians and military strategists to corporate raiders and managers), it has been one

of Cleary's translations.Following the success of the book on the Tao, Cleary turned to another pillar

of ancient Chinese thought, and developed this further volume in the 'Essentials' series, The

Essential Confucius, the heart of Confucius' teachings in authentic I Ching order.Confucius is a

confusing character to classify. He does not fit the characterisation of the typical religious leader. He

certainly did not mean to found a religion. Confucius was an educator, a social critic, a politician,

and philosopher.'"The Analects of Confucius" are a basic source for a wide range of advice on

human affairs--from governing nations and managing enterprises to dealing with society and getting

along with others.'Confucius is much more than the author of fortune-cookie proverbs. In this work,

Cleary has set forth the sayings of Confucius in the order of the sixty-four classic I Ching

hexagrams. Many of these sayings are reduced (and likewise dismissed) as fortune-cookie sayings;

however, taken together with the commentaries of Confucius, these give profound insight into the



human condition. The I Ching, or literally, Book of Change, is a book which Confucius studied and

promoted. Thus, to use it as a guide to Confucius' own writings is appropriate and authentic.
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